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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT'S FILES 
FROM: PATRICK J. BUCHANAN 

SUBJECT: GOP LEADERSHIP MEETING, JANUARY 26, 1972 


This meeting took place the morning after the President's address to 
the nation on his new Vietnam peace proposals, and the only unexpected 

presence was that of Senator Barry Goldwater who was the celebrity of 
the day. 

Said Barry, when RN walked in, "I knew I'd make it some day," Replied 
the President, "Hi, Barry, you want to sit in the chair." Retorted the 
Senator, "Hell, no, you can have the damn thing." 

Barry then related the story of the aftermath of the Bay of Pigs, when 
Kennedy called him to the Oval Office (RN interjected "That was the 

time he ever called me, too") and while Kennedy was out walking 
in the Rose Garden, Barry sat in JFK's rocker, and when JFK walked 
in from the Rose Garden, he said, "Barry, do you want this fr g job?" 

There followed a briefing by Rogers on the extraordinary generosity of 
the President's peace offer, that "Never had an Administration done more 
or gone further to find a peaceful solution." The President noted that we 
cannot reconcile those who as a matter of conviction just want us out of 
there, regardless of consequences. Said Rogers, they are demanding 
that we "overthrow the government of South Vietnam," and that we are 
not prepared to do it. Mentioned was the fact that the U. S. in negotiation 

with North Vietnam had used channels involving Tito, the Paks, Rumania 
and the French. 

When Rogers finished, the President asked his National Security Adviser 

to talk, saying, Henry,' you tell them the rest, "you sat there with these 
clowns several tjmesA 

Noted, Henry, the enemy rejected the May offer because it only dealt 
with military issues. Henry then proceeded to give segments of the same 
briefing he gave the staff and the media in the same, time frame. 
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Henry did note that the Mansfield Amendment had damn near killed 
the negotiations, because it would have frozen us into a position, and 
destroyed our negotiating position. We wanted to exchange that offer 
for a solution. The May talks broke down on the political issue of Thieu. 

On Monday night the VC and NVN in Paris rejected before hand the offer 
of prisoners for withdrawal. Henry noted again, that "we can’t conduct our 
negotiations with newspapers. 1 ' We have approached settlement on seven 
of the nine points of their secret program. 

Noted was the point that we have chosen the term ’’over-throw 11 with great 
deliberation, that is precisely what the enemy sought. Further, their 
demand for an end to all military and economic aid would have amounted 
to an end to Saigon Government. In February, said Henry, we expect a 
substantial offensive in II Corps, and in I Corps in March. In September 
we merely expected high po ints during the early year. It may throw 
everything into March. What is unknown is how ARVN will fight in 
sustained attack. 

Should the Mansfield Amendment come up again, said the President, we 
want precisely the language we have used. If Congress goes beyond what 
we offered, it will totally undercut the Administration. What we have 
done is as far as we can go. 

Henry referred to the North Vietnamese as master of "delphic utterances." 

He noted that one day after Xuan Thuy met with McGovern and McGovern 
was making his statement about the prisoners for deadline agreement, 
Kissinger asked Xuan Thuy where McGovern got the grounds to make this 
statement -- since the VNV had already turned down a US-NVN military 
settlement, insisting that political settlement be included. SaidXuan 
Thuy, "What McGovern says is his problem .* 1 

At this point, Rogers indicated that he "never had a feeling that they were at 
all serious," about negotiations. And that the enemy has been using 
American politicians as dupes. \ 

Henry said that when he ran down a list of Vietnamese politicans to whom 
the other side would agree were dedicated to peace, independence, 
democracy -- and they would never admit that there was one, except the 
Viet Cong. One Senator asked, "What did they feel about Big Minh." 

There is one point said Henry on which all parties deem agreed, that the 
South Vietnamese, the Viet Cong, the North Vietnamese and us -- and 
that is the "incompetence of Big Minh." The President urged that they 
take the speech and fight back. 
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At this point, Barry with his customary eloquence told the assembed 
legislators, before leaving for Carl Hayden's eulogy, that they ought 
to take this proposal and, with regard to the Democratic doves, " shove 
it down their throats and then shove it up the other end until it meets 
someplace. " 

Both houses were working, said the leaders, on resolutions in support of 
the proposals. 

Said the President, "Last night totally answers the honest critic." This 

is as far as we can go; and "it goes further than many think we ought to 
go." 

Then came a Shultz briefing on the Budget and the deficits, making an 
interesting point, that there "is not a single dollar spent, which Congress 
does not authorize spent." 
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